
 
 

 
LAKE CHARLES RESILIENCY INDEX 

 
Lake Charles stakeholders and resiliency experts were given a series of statements regarding specific 
resiliency elements to evaluate the Southwest Louisiana community’s strengths and weaknesses in each 
category. Ratings were given on a scale of 1-5 with 5 representing the community’s “strength” in a particular 
area and 1 representing its “weakness.” Participants also evaluated these elements qualitatively through open-
ended questions. 
 

 
 

Governance – Rating 2.7  
• Stakeholders generally commended government, parish and city officials as being highly aware of 

vulnerabilities, resiliency issues and the magnitude of the problem. The process also revealed an 
impressive degree of planning and action that has been taken toward the community’s long-term 
resiliency.  

 
• The support Calcasieu and Lake Charles have provided for Cameron coastal and marsh preservation 

projects and the newly created levee board are just two examples of how government officials and the 
community have already taken steps toward securing a resilient future. 

 
• Stakeholders gave a low rating to the level of coordination between different sectors and levels of 

government, which skewed the rating downward.  
 
Society & Economy – 3.7 

• The community’s primary strengths are the impressive coordination and capacity of nonprofit and 
citizen coalitions, as well as a robust industrial sector that has made Lake Charles the second fastest 
growing area in the region. These assets the community’s overall vulnerability and contribute to a high 
quality of life. 
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• Southwest Louisiana residents are resilient, self-reliant and take ownership of their communities. They 
are willing to solve problems on their own and have a “rebuild it” attitude. 

 
• The region’s society and economy does have its vulnerabilities and will face increased financial and 

social costs in securing a resilient future. 
 
Coastal Restoration and Protection – 2.1 

• Coastal restoration and protection was deemed Southwest Louisiana’s greatest resiliency challenge by 
overwhelming consensus. Participants reported that coastal erosion and degradation made the 
community increasingly vulnerable to perhaps its largest threats—flooding, saltwater intrusion, extreme 
storm events, and surges.  
 

• Suggestions for addressing the region’s vulnerability included improving the drainage system, 
increasing the beneficial use of dredging materials, preparing shovel ready projects for 2017 CIAP 
funds and improved coordination between regional environmental departments.  
 

• Stakeholders believe coastal wetland preservation and maintenance projects are among the most cost- 
efficient way the community can increase its resiliency, yet there is concern that the level of funding 
from state and federal governments has not been sufficient.  

 
Land Use & Structural Design – 2.8 

• Stakeholders expressed uneasiness toward the location of critical infrastructure near high-risk areas 
and whether it is built to withstand priority hazards. They noted that FEMA’s assessment and 
development regulations were overly restrictive, pessimistic and inaccurate. Stakeholders believe the 
cost of building to stringent codes and standards may be pricing residents out of the community. 

 
• The community’s location on a small floodplain and the area’s drainage system were cited as 

vulnerabilities that could be addressed by managing water from two directions--drainage from rainfall 
coming from the north and Gulf tides from the south. 

 
Risk Knowledge – 2.8 

• Stakeholders and government officials believe that coastal risk assessments could be more frequently 
updated, comprehensive and should generate more involvement from the community.  

 
• The accessibility and utilization of the information by the community and government was given a 

slightly higher rating. The community’s general “rebuild it” spirit was praised as a strength of the region. 
 
Warning & Evacuation and Disaster Recovery & Emergency Response – 4.7 and 4.4 

• These areas received the highest ratings by the participants interviewed. Stakeholders cited the 
competency of local planning efforts, homeland security offices, and overall preparedness of the region.  

 
• Government officials and stakeholders are aware of the community’s vulnerabilities and are proactively 

taking steps to secure a resilient future over the short and long-term. 
 
Transparency, Public Education and Awareness – 3.1 

• Stakeholder consensus on the public’s awareness of resiliency is that they are knowledgeable of the 
dangers posed by coastal erosion but they are not as concerned as perhaps they should be, given the 
level of the risks they face. 

 
• Many stakeholders thought Cameron residents were more aware than the residents of Calcasieu, but 

some were disappointed in the lack of public activism in the community as a whole.  


