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CORPS OF ENGINNERS SHOULD BENEFICIALLY USE DREDGE MATERIAL  
WHILE CLEARING SEDIMENT FROM MISSISSIPPI RIVER BED  

 
Corps has authority to support ecosystem restoration projects 

 
NEW ORLEANS – Emergency dredging to clear the Mississippi River of flood sediment 
that impairs shipping should include a mandate to use the materials dredged to rebuild 
wetlands, according to the America’s WETLAND Foundation. 
 
The Foundation supports efforts by the Port of New Orleans and Members of 
Louisiana’s congressional delegation to urge the President and Congress to put up $95 
million needed to dredge the river and avoid an effective shutdown of river shipping 
traffic due to massive amounts of silt being deposited in the navigation channel. 
  
“Those very sediments are desperately needed in our wetlands if that ecosystem is to 
survive,” said King Milling, chair of the America’s WETLAND Foundation (AWF.)  “We’re 
calling on the President and Congress to direct the Corps to use the dredged material to 
restore the coast, instead of simply allowing it to be dumped it the depths of the Gulf of 
Mexico.” 
 
The AWF has long advocated the beneficial use of dredged material, but federal 
directives established by Congress in 1983 define national economic development as 
the primary planning objective, which discourages beneficial use projects. 
 
At the AWF’s recent Blue Ribbon Resilient Communities forum in Belle Chase, 
representatives of government, industry, environmental and civic groups agreed that it 
was missed opportunity that the historic high waters on the river were carrying tons of 
sediment past the marshes and into the Gulf of Mexico, without restoration projects in 
place to capture it and put it back into the wetlands. 
 
“This is an opportunity for us to carve out at least some of those sediments and put 
them back into the starving wetlands,” said Valsin A. Marmillion, AWF Executive 
Director said. 
 
Shipping interests announced this morning that the river channel, normally at a 45-foot 
depth, will be reduced to 43 feet by Thursday for the first time in 13 years.  They went 
on to say the river could fall to a disastrous 38 feet by summer, effectively block 
shipping and creating a national emergency.  Port officials said that for every foot lost in 



 
channel depth, the added cost is $1 million per ship for the nation’s largest and busiest 
river.  
 
“As early as 1897, the Federal government knew the tradeoff to provide flood protection 
and navigation for the nation would cause the demise of the Mississippi River’s delta. 
 At that time, National Geographic published an article saying levees would all but 
starve the wetlands, but that the risk was worth the short-term flood protection gains. 
Then the area continued to grow as an economic driver for the nation,” Milling said.  
 
In less than 100 years, its deterioration now threatens the viability of the Mississippi 
River system and all that it supports for the 31 states whose ecology and economy 
depend upon it. Leaders of science and engineering agree the situation is dramatic but 
within the bounds of restoration.  Not all the land can be saved, but the values these 
wetlands support and protect will be lost forever if immediate action is not taken,” Milling 
said. 
 
“While maintaining the 45-foot channel is a matter in the national interest, so, too, is it in 
the national interest to restore Louisiana’s rapidly disappearing coast that is of 
international ecological and economic importance,” Milling said.  
 
“For years, scientists who have studied coastal land loss have called for harnessing the 
power of the river to build land,” Milling said.  “There is universal recognition that tapping 
into the sediments that come with every spring flood is essential to rebuilding the 
marshes.” 
 
The AWF and its partners who participate in its America’s Energy Coast initiative have 
continually called on Congress to unlock the federal Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund, 
which has $1.2 billion in revenues, and to make that fund available to the Army Corps of 
Engineers for dredging, its original purpose.  “The materials derived from this necessary 
dredging could then be used beneficially for environmental restoration,” Marmillion said. 
“This economically sound, common-sense approach continues to be a lost opportunity.” 
 
The America’s WETLAND Foundation manages the largest, most comprehensive public 
education campaign in Louisiana’s history, raising public awareness of the impact of Louisiana’s 
wetland loss on the state, nation and world. The America’s Energy Coast initiative works to 
sustain the environmental and economic assets of the Gulf Coast region. The initiative is 
supported by a growing coalition of world, national and state conservation and environmental 
organizations and has drawn private support from businesses that see wetlands protection as a 
key to economic growth. For more information, visit www.americaswetland.com or 
www.futureofthegulfcoast.org.  


