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 Nearly 1/3 of seafood 
production in the continental US 

 More than 90% of the nation’s 
offshore crude oil and natural gas 

 Tens of billions of dollars to the 
U.S. economy through Gulf tourism 
and commercial and recreational 

fishing industries  

 Dynamic, interconnected 
ecosystems spanning 600,000 
square miles, with thousands of 
miles of shoreline, bayous, and 
bays across five U.S. states and  

six Mexican states 

(America’s Gulf Coast) 



April 20 explosion  

  Total oil released: Apr. 22 – July 15 (when flow suspended) 
 4.9 million barrels, +/- 10% (FRTG) 

  Over 1.8 M gallons of dispersant (as of 8/23) 
  Over 80,000 square miles of Gulf closed to fishing (8/10) 

 A catastrophic and debilitating event for the Gulf of 
Mexico but also the most recent in a series of 

significant acute and chronic stressors  for the region 



[Florida Oceans and Coastal Council. 2010. Climate Change and Sea-Level Rise in Florida: 
An Updateof “The Effects of Climate Change on Florida’s Ocean and Coastal 
Resources.” [2009 Report] Tallahassee, Florida. vi + 26 p. www.floridaoceanscouncil.org.] 

http://www.lca.gov/Library/ProductList.aspx?ProdType=0&folder=1202 

http://ecowatch.ncddc.noaa.gov/hypoxia/mapdescription 





  Recommended by the Mabus Report “America’s Gulf Coast”  
  A plan for the long-term restoration and recovery of the 

region beyond addressing the impacts of the oil spill 
  Established through Executive Order on October 5, 2010   
  Chaired by Lisa Jackson, EPA Administrator, New Orleans 

native;  
  State representative Vice-Chair:  Garret Graves (LA) 
  Federal membership on Task Force: Agriculture, Commerce, 

Interior, Justice, and Transportation, EPA, USACE, OMB, CEQ, 
OSTP, and the Domestic Policy Council  

  State membership:  5 state representatives, appointed by 
the President upon recommendation of the Governors of 
each Gulf State & may include tribal representation 



  Support the Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment (NRDA) 
process by referring potential 
ecosystem restoration actions to 
the NRDA Trustee Council 

  Engage stakeholders to inform  
 the work of the Task Force 

  Coordinate science (e.g., research, 
monitoring, adaptive 
management) in support of 
ecosystem restoration 

  Coordinate to encourage health 
and economic benefits of 
ecosystem restoration 

  Develop a Gulf of Mexico Regional Ecosystem Restoration Strategy 
  Coordinate intergovernmental efforts to improve the efficiency and effectiveness 

of ecosystem restoration  



In developing the Strategy, the Task Force should: 
  define ecosystem restoration goals & describe 

 milestones for making progress; 
  consider existing research and ecosystem 

 restoration planning efforts in the region; 
  identify major policy areas where coordinated 

 intergovernmental action is necessary; 
  propose new programs or actions to implement 

 elements of the Strategy where existing 
 authorities are not sufficient; & 

  identify monitoring, research and scientific 
 assessments needed to support decision making 
 for ecosystem restoration efforts; evaluate 
 existing monitoring programs & gaps in current  
 data collection. 

The Executive Order requires a Gulf of Mexico Regional Ecosystem Restoration 
Strategy within 1 year of the signed Executive Order. 



Principles (Mabus Report) 

Coastal Wetland and Barrier Shoreline Habitats 
are Healthy and Resilient. 

Fisheries are Healthy, Diverse and Sustainable. 

Coastal Communities are Adaptive and Resilient. 

A More Sustainable Storm Buffer Exists. 

Inland Habitats, Watersheds and Off-Shore 
Waters are Healthy and Well-Managed. 

The following principles serve as the drivers for achieving the vision of 
resilient and healthy Gulf of Mexico ecosystems.  These principles 
represent broad objectives that draw from, and build upon, existing 
plans for the Gulf.   



Per Executive Order- “Ecosystem restoration" means:  

  All activities, projects, methods, and procedures appropriate 
to enhance the health and resilience of the Gulf Coast 
ecosystem, as measured in terms of the physical, biological, or 
chemical properties of the ecosystem, or the services it 
provides, and to strengthen its ability to support the diverse 
economies, communities, and cultures of the region.   

  Includes activity that initiates or accelerates the recovery of 
an ecosystem with respect to its health, integrity, and 
sustainability.   

  Includes protecting and conserving ecosystems so they can 
continue to reduce impacts from tropical storms and other 
disasters, support robust economies, and assist in mitigating 
and adapting to the impacts of climate change. 



   Building from existing planning efforts 
   Long history of restoration planning in the Gulf 

   Soliciting state and federal agency input 
   Examining current science/policy priorities from the Task Force 
membership 

   Engaging Gulf stakeholders 
   Local citizens 
   Local government 
   Non-profit organizations 
   Research community 
   Industry 

   Integrating diverse input into a robust, action-driven, science-
based implementation strategy that will guide Gulf-wide 
ecosystem restoration efforts 

Strategy due to the White House – October 2011 



“America’s Gulf Coast is a national treasure. Its natural resources are an 
important economic engine for the entire United States; its waters sustain a 

diverse and vibrant ecosystem; and the Gulf’s culture, natural beauty, and historic 
significance to the birth and growth of America are unique and 

priceless.” (America’s Gulf Coast) 





Strategy and Integration Technical Team 
Responsible for advising the Task Force on a GOM Regional Ecosystem Restoration Strategy 
and identifying gaps and planning priorities. 
Policy Coordination Team 
Responsible for examining existing policies supporting or impeding restoration activities and 
proposing modifications or enhancements to support integrated and coordinated Gulf of 
Mexico restoration. Initial focus – sediment management. 
Budget and Funding Coordination Team (pending) 
Responsible for working across agencies to identify, coordinate and implement shared budget 
priorities, and develop annual budget guidance in consultation with OMB. 
Communication and Engagement Team 
Responsible for effectively engaging stakeholders in the development of the Gulf Restoration 
Strategy and building communications and engagement into the Strategy. 
Science Coordination Team 
• Ensure that decisions are based on practical and applied science  
• Coordinate/develop scientific and technical framework for ecosystem restoration and 
monitoring 
• Assist developing review and selection criteria, performance measures  and indicators to 
track progress in achieving restoration goals, or research priorities, including research 
into new methods to provide innovative and sustainable solutions 

Task Force Support Structure 


