




Stretching across the Gulf  of  Mexico and up into 
the south central Louisiana, is the region known as 
Cajun Country. Here, along the breathtaking 
bayous, the first French Canadians settled in and 
forever changed the landscape and culture of  our 
state. Resourceful, stoic and inventive, these were the 
people who turned soup into gumbo, washboards 
into musical instruments, and made the swamp a 
mystical paradise.  

…. But today the rich, unique culture and heritage 
of  the region is at risk of  disappearing before our 
very eyes… as we speak… 





  Any reconstruction, repair, addition or other improvement, 
the cost of which exceeds or equals 50% of the market value 
of the structure before the start of construction, is deemed to 
be a "substantial improvement". 

  If the improvement either alone, or in combination with the 
cost of improvements over the past five years exceeds or 
equals 50% of the market value of the structure, the existing 
structure must be brought into compliance with FEMA 
regulations.  

  Example: In 1995 a structure valued at $200,000 was 
renovated at a cost of $99,999. In the absence of the 
appreciation in market value of the structure after the 
renovations, no further repairs, reconstruction, or 
improvements can be performed until the year 2000 without 
retrofitting the structure to comply with FEMA regulations.  



Cameron is a small, gritty port town in the western Louisiana bayou near 
the border with Texas. Boats that service the oil and gas rigs in the Gulf of 
Mexico tie up along Cameron's docks next to shrimp and fishing boats. 

Before Hurricane Rita, the town had 2,000 residents; immediately after, it 
had none.  

William Doxey, 78, runs a small seafood business in Cameron buying and 
selling oysters and shrimp. The storm surge from Rita drove 14 feet of 
water through Doxey's property. The water took his house and business 
with it. Doxey now lives in a beat-up, second-hand trailer that he has 
parked next to the concrete slab of his old house.  

After the storm, he got $37,000 from the state's housing recovery 
program, called Road Home program. He says it's not enough to rebuild, 
but he's sick of fighting with the state about it. 

If he had the money to rebuild, new zoning regulations would require him 
to elevate his house 14 feet above sea level. It seems that the government 
is trying to drive people out of the coastal areas, Doxey said. 

Why does Doxey stay? He says he was born and raised in Cameron, and 
it's where he lives and works now. "Why should I go somewhere else and 
starve? They're not going to feed you once you move out of here," Doxey 
said.  

Doxey doesn't expect things in his part of Louisiana to change with the 
inauguration of Jindal as governor. If Cameron gets rebuilt, he says, it will 
be as a result of the locals — not the politicians in Baton Rouge. 

Mr. William Doxey, shown here in a shack next to 
his trailer where he stores his oysters says it seems 
that the government is trying to drive people out of 
the coastal areas. 



Leaving the coast for good Flood map update may spark exodus  

   LAFITTE (AP) — Once the salt water is in your veins, Louisiana’s coastal folk say, it’s hard to give up the lifestyle of moonlit 
shrimping trips, the town “fais do-do” dances and afternoons spent on the bayous angling for catfish.  But since last year’s 
catastrophic hurricanes, this swampy land defined by Cajuns, cypress and tupelo gum forests, bayou-side saloons and, more recently, 
subdivisions may have become too vulnerable for that lifestyle to continue.  
    
…   All of those factors will be reflected in new Federal Emergency Management Agency flood-vulnerability maps due to be released 
soon that are the basis for flood insurance rates.  The maps will likely make the insurance more costly, force residents to spend 
heavily to raise homes out of flood plains to qualify for coverage, make many other homes uninsurable and make lenders less willing 
to loan money for construction in flood-prone areas.  

   That new reality may threaten the state’s coastal population and its heritage of shrimp fishing, alligator hunting, fur trapping and 
oyster harvesting. Some of the roughhewn people down here won’t leave willingly.  
   
 “You’ve got earthquakes, you’ve got fires, you’ve got volcanoes, you’ve got tornadoes in tornado alley,” said A.J. Fabre, an 
outspoken leader among shrimp fishermen in Lafitte, about 30 miles south of New Orleans. “Where are you going to have 
everybody? In Missouri?”  
    
Nearly every house in the area, most of them built on slabs, was flooded by Hurricane Rita. Now, families live in trailers as they 
rebuild.  “It’s a quiet community. Virtually no crime. Kids steal a couple of bicycles,” Fabre says.  
    
But the future is gloomy. Fabre’s place, a small brick house he inherited from his grandfather, has been condemned because of wind 
and flood damage. The only thing left of a shrimp processing plant there is a concrete slab, and the old family dock is barnacled, 
broken and useless.  With no flood insurance, Fabre isn’t sure if he’ll be able to rebuild. He and his wife might have to demolish the 
place and buy a mobile home.  He insists he is not defeated and lashes out at politicians, importers, the federal government.  “The 
fight has just begun,” he said. 

  But many of his neighbors and friends aren’t so sanguine.  “We’re doomed,” said Jimmy Terrebonne, a 46-yearold boat builder. He 
tells his children to get an education and get out of the fishing trades.  As for himself, he said, “I can’t do anything else. I don’t have 
an education. I ain’t leaving until it’s gone. When the land’s gone, I’m leaving.”  
    
Many coastal experts believe life along the coast is going to change dramatically with the new flood maps.  
    



USGS Wetlands Fact Sheet 

  Approximately half the Nation's original wetland 
habitats have been lost over the past 200 years.  

  In part, this has been a result of natural evolutionary 
processes, but human activities … share a large part of 
the responsibility for marsh habitat alteration and 
destruction.  

  Louisiana's wetlands today represent about 40 percent 
of the wetlands of the continental United States, but 
about 80 percent of the losses.  

http://marine.usgs.gov/fact-sheets/LAwetlands/lawetlands.html  





The People Factor 
  “The coastal lowlands are to Louisiana what the Everglades are to Florida, the 

Rocky Mountains are to Colorado, or the Grand Canyon is to Arizona; they 
are an easily identifiable landscape symbol as well as Louisiana’s landscape 
icon. For person’s lacking any emotional attachment to South Louisiana’s 
wetlands, though, it is easy to see how this area was once labeled a “no man’s 
land.” Burdened with this moniker, the coastal lowlands became, in many 
ways, Louisiana’s forgotten human landscape. Many believed it served no 
useful purpose, yet the wetlands boasted a significant population—a strong, 
industrious group of people who prospered in the midst of inhospitable 
surroundings.   ……” 

  “In the past five years, though, damage inflected by successive hurricanes 
have resulted in staggering personal and financial losses to the families who 
considered the wetlands their homes, many of which can trace their ancestral 
connection to the marsh over more than 150 years. These hurricanes helped 
to heighten interest in Louisiana’s sea-level citizens and the role the wetlands 
play in protecting these inhabitants, however, restoration of the wetlands is a 
complex and time-consuming process and, in the interim, the landscape 
continues to wash away—at a great human cost.” 



The “Personality” of the Coastal Wetlands 

  These resident trapper-hunter- fisher-folk collectively give a 
human face to the coastal lowlands that have traditionally been 
studied almost exclusively for the their distinctive flora and 
fauna. Indeed, books, monographs, and a sizeable body of 
research material have been published on the marsh and 
estuary's terrestrial, aquatic, and avian species, but little has 
been written about the trappers, commercial hunters, 
cattlemen, oystermen, shrimp fishermen, Chinese and Filipino 
seine crews, oil and gas company field crews, government 
service employees, rum-runners, shrimp-drying communities, 
and others.  

  Yet, were it not for these marshdwellers, this topographic 
element would have only aesthetic, not economic value. 
Ultimately, each wetlands group has imprinted its respective 
territory with its own unique cultural values, in the process 
giving Louisiana's near sea-level marshes its "personality." 



America’s Energy Coast:  
People ARE Important Too 

  Ensure an adequate fresh water supply to meet future demands for 
conventional and transitional energy development and to sustain ecosystem 
services. Communities along the Energy Coast must assess vulnerabilities and 
plan for resiliency, identifying and defining what constitutes resiliency in their 
individual areas. 

  There must be recognition at all levels of government that cultures along the 
energy coast  region are at risk of being lost and commitments must be made 
to ensure that community plans and national and state policies and regulations 
be developed to address land loss and the threat of natural disasters, 
incorporating the principle of “no net loss of culture”. 

  Resiliency planning must take into account the added costs to reside securely 
in historic and cultural communities that are vulnerable to disasters, lack of 
insurability, strict building codes, added taxes, insecure economies and 
workforce challenges. Diversifying local economies and workforces will 
support community resiliency 



Leaving Louisiana 

http://lacoastpost.com/blog/?p=30748 



Excerpts taken from September 24, 2007 article by Leslie Williams, Times Picayune 





HCR 180 –Rep Perry- 2008 
  WHEREAS, people in California… who live in earthquake-prone areas were 

allowed to develop privately funded programs to secure earthquake 
insurance… 

  WHEREAS, although flood insurance is provided through an agency of the 
federal government and … these rules and regulations make no distinction 
between risk of damages … due to storm surges (or) rain and are based 
primarily on elevation (and therefore) other communities along the Gulf Coast 
who are just as vulnerable to damage caused by storm surge are allowed to 
rebuild in areas next to the beach… 

  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that … Louisiana State University…
prepare a report and outline on the social and economic issues involved in the 
implementation of the rules and regulations of the National Flood Insurance 
Program… 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this report include any and all 
suggestions or recommendations as to practical alternatives to such policies to 
allow for the preservation of the unique culture of coastal Louisiana. 



Some of the Lessons Learned  
Recovery/Restoration 

  It’s all about the people 
  It’s all about the local/regional economy 
  It’s all about time (as in now) 
  Federal/State agencies involved in restoration need 

programs designed for recovery 
  Federal/State MUST coordinate rules/regulations  
  We need a coastal flood insurance program that fits 

the unique characteristics of our working coast 


